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On February 1, Harriet Tubman, the "conductor" of the Underground
Railroad during the the year before the Civil War, was commemorated
on a stamp for her contribution to the growth and development of
this nation. The second stamp in the series will pay tribute to
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

A photdgraph of Mrs. Tubman was the basis of the six-color standard-

size portrait stamp, which was designed by a New York illustrator.
The portraits shows a determined woman in a black dress and white
scarf, with gray hairs poking out from a red bandanna. In the fore-
ground, by a tree, are four slaves en route to freedom in a brown —
cart drawn by a brown horse, similar to the transportation Mrs. 4 Thonet Tobman
Tubman sometimes used. In fact, on several occasions when she
suspected close pursuit, she drove her cart and passengers in the
wrong direction, believing pursuers would never suspect a group
of slaves heading southward were actually fugitives.

By 1750 there had been 30 recorded slave revolts in the Colonies,
and these had given impetus to the development of escape routes.
At the time of her birth, a network of underground channels
leading to the North Star and freedom had already spread through
the United States.

Born in Bucktown, a village of a few hundred people in Dorchester
County on Maryland's Eastern Shore, Tubman became another property
of a plantation owner who had so many slaves he hired out those he
did not need to other planters.

She was no more than 5 or 6 years old when she put on household duties
and was taking care of a baby; at 9 she was a nurse and general

house worker. Before she entered her teens she was doing field

work, hauling wood and splitting rails. Never humble or subservient,

Tubman was nearly killed in her early teens when she sought to

protect another slave and an overseer struck her in the head with a
two-pound weight. The pressure on her brain caused spells of somnolence
from which she suffered for the rest of her life. About 1844 she

was married to a free Black name John Tubman.

She was still a slave of the plantation, now in the hands of the young
heir of the plantation owner. 1In 1849 the young master died. Rumors
spread among the slaves that they were going to be sold off to the deep
South. With the help of several anti-slavery activists, she at last
crossed the line to free soil in Pennsylvania.

She became closed a black man named William Still, the "brakeman" of the
Underground Railroad in Philadelphia.




Harriet Tubman took part as a conductor on the Underground Railroad
in its last and most vigorous phase from 1850 until the Civil War.
The anti-slavery activity has been an instituion in American life
for more than half a century. The Underground Railroad era was

one of small, prolonged guerrilla ware between the North and the
South.

Tubman is known to have made at least 19 trips back into slave coun?ry

and is credited with helping more than 300 slaves escape to

freedom. There was great risk involved; a trip into slave territory
and the "kidnapping" of a band of slaves was no less than a military
raid on an armed energy. Tubman developed her own ruses. One was
to escape on the first stage of the journey by horse and carriage;
usually the master's. Negroes driving a horse and buggy undoubtedly
had to be on an errand for the master.

She had many narrow escapes. Once she was discovered by friends alseep
beneath a poster offering a reward for her capture. As she could not
read,it meant nothing to her. Her most memorable venture was in June,
1857, when she returned to the Eastern Shore, hired a wagon and brought
out her aged parents. During the Civil War she served the Union forces
as a spy and scount in South Carolina, getting military intelligence
from Negroes living behind the Confederate Tlines.

NBC Television has scheduled a movie on the !ife gn'Harriet
Tubman entitled "A Woman Called Moses" starring Cicely Tyson
which will be shown in the next few months.

No Fearof Flying

I met Toni Morrison about nine years ago at a dinner party in New York.
Her two young sons had just taken her to Aruba for a vacation. The
two had made quite a sum by being some of the "first" influx of black
actors in TV commercials. As I remember they were two of the Wonder
Bread kids. We talked well into the evening about publishing and
writing and the Black struggle. She could spin a tale 1ike I had
never heard and tell stories that were oh so familiar in voices just
like those of my great aunts and uncles.

And now she's been "discovered." Translated -- the white publishing/
criticism establishment has legitimized what all of us who read

The Bluest Eye and Sula had known all along -- she's a very special
talent. Her new novel Song of Solomon has received rave reviews in all
the "right" places. To the astonishment of much of the book world,

she won the 1977 Critics Award for the most outstanding fiction of the
year--beating out people such as John Cheever and Pulitzer Prize winner,
Saul Bellow. John Leonard of the New York Times rated Solomon in the
same class as Nabokov's Lolita, Heller's Catch 22, Lessing's The Golden
Notebook, Grass's The Tin Drum, and Marquez's One Hundred Years of
Solitude. He said Solomon was a "rhapsodic work, demonstrating the
virtues of the spoken word and the abiding presence in certain corners
of the world of lively oral tradition." 2




Describing Solomon would be very difficult since it holds so much warmth

and so many intangibles. The story allegorizes our history, our manhood,
our womankind, our roots and our collective need to FLY. It would be unfair
to detail the book here. It's an experience to be imbibed, while sitting

in a comfortable spot -- alone where no one other than Morrison can break
your lethargy. I must admit Solomon is not my favorite Morrison book.

It does not haunt the reader as did Sula and it does not soothe as

did The Bluest Eye. But it's a major work which takes our cadence, our
Jjive, our guts and turns them upside down, inside out and comes up

with something that is still ours and 'no ane can take it from us.

There is a joy in Morrison's books that can only come from someone who feels.
An Encore magazine article says:

"One thing she regrets as being almost forgotten was an amber time when
'passions were deepr', says Morrison. It is a time often invoked in her work,
where the drama is spurred by the excess of passion rather than its absence.

'T saw some old James Van der Zee photographs recently,' she said.
'They were pictures of funerals. Among them was a Tovely young girl who was
at a party when her lover shot her with a gun that had a silencer on it.

No one knew what had happened until she fell to the floor. Her friends
asked her who had done it. I'11 tell you tomorrow, she replied. Of course
tomorrow never came.

'Now the feminists may not like that, but you know that woman
wanted him to escape. Who loves that intensely anymore?' /

"What has changed? 'I think what we really want is to be held,

she replied. 'But we don't know that , so we surround ourselves with material

things.'

I was not able to find Solomon in any bookstore here. But by writing

or calling Knopf publishing in New York you can have one in about three weeks.
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WEBET SFs FIBRST BLACK
SEBRIFPE

EUGENE A. BROWN, a former All1-American basketball star
at University of San Francisco, has been appointed as
San Francisco's first black Sheriff. On February 11,
1978, Mayor George Moscone announced that Brown,.42,

a native San Franciscan and former San Francisco
policeman will assume the top Sheriff's Department post
vacated last December by Richard Hongisto, who is now
Cleveland's police chief.

Brown worked with Hongisto in the Police Community
Relations unit of the San Francisco Police Department
during his last year and a half in the Department.

He said he intends to keep the reforms Hongisto
initiated in the San Francisco jails. Brown also said
he will retain James Derman, one of the candidates for
the top job, as his undersheriff.

"I am familiar with Jim Denman's work as acting Sheriff
and his record during the Hongisto Years," Brown said.
"I'm confident we can build a strong partnership."”

The new Sheriff left the San Francisco Police Department in July, 1968, after four
and a half years, to Dante Andreotti in the United States Department of Justice

as a Police Community Relations specialist, in Washington, D.C. He was stationed

in S.F. in January of 1969, and was assigned to Seattle in 1973. Since July 1974,

Brown has been compliance and civil rights director for eight Pacific Coastal
States for the United States Small Business Administration. He served briefly as

a Deputy Sheriff, in 1963, before becoming a policeman. He was one of the founders
of the Officers for Justice, a primarily black organization. Hongisto was the only
white member.

Brown attended the Emerson Grammar School, Roosevelt Junior High, George Washington
High School and the University of San Francisco. At USF Brown was an All-American
Guard on the Championship basketball team that won 60 consecutive games. K.C. Jones
and Bill Russell were the co-captains. In 1976, Russell, Jones and Brown were

named to the USF Hall of Fame. After college, Brown toured the Far East on a State
Department good will mission. At the same time, he worked as a playground director
at the Booker T. Washington Community Center.

He is the son of the late Jerome Brown and Beatrice Brown. Mrs. Brown is still a
San Francisco resident. He has a sister, Mildred Coleman, of Los Angeles, and a
son, Roy, age 14. Brown was sworn in Friday, February 24, 1978.




4 your information

STERILIZATION ABUSE SLIDE SHOW 0000

For the past two years, the Sterilization Abuse Share a two bedroom, completely furnished,

and Informed Consent Rights Project has Victorian style North Beach apartment at

focused attention on legislative measures - Mason and Chestnut for $200/month.

on the issue of sterilization and population )

control and sterilization abuse. Call Brenda Williams at 673-0780 (home)
' or 777-7316 (work).

Thousands of Third Work Women have been and 'Y K X |

continue to be the targets of population
control strategies aimed at reducing their
comsumption of public services and resources.

Total Dynamics Institute presents, The
Black Woman - A Century of Surviving
"where do we go from here", Saturday,
March 4, 1978 at the Marriott, Berkeley
‘Marina.For infor, write to Total Dynamic
Ins. 10966 Cliffland Ave. Oakland, CA

The $25.00 registration fee includes
materials, coffee and Tunch.

Sister Rahemah Amun and staff of the Sterili-
zation Abuse Project have developed an
excellent 20 minute multi-media slide show
presentation, supplemented by printed

material that exposes the economic, political,

and social ramification of sterilization. L N
The show explains in layperson language, Please contact Maryann Agustinovi

. PR . 0
the surgical procedure for sterilization City College of Saﬁ Frangisco (Z;ST3Z;2)
and outlines newly promulgated California for Spring, 1978 course offerings in
requlations for informed consent to Women's Stﬁdies. g

sterilization.

000
People working in the health services, social For information about City College of
services, schools and community people will San Francisco's Weekend College, call
find this presentation a valuable education 239-3328 :
tool for their constituents. ’
, A ® 000
Ida Strickland will host a brunch for the
showing of the slide show on SUNDAY, March Want to joi i igi
5, 1978, at 1:00 p.m. at her home. 1664 group for é?aﬁk"iﬁméﬁgséé??sﬂﬁié-»?Zl‘f""g
Fulton, S.F. PLEASE PUT THIS ON YOUR Western Addition YWCA (921-3814) bet1e,
CALENDAR AS A PRIORITY!!!!1 the hour 1:00 to 9:00 p.m. add
R.S.V.P. 921-6166-Ida or 285-0771-Rahemah. 1:00-9:00 P.M.
s XXX

The Nyloraca Consulting and Counseling
Services is offering two weekend work- . . % .
shops on The Utilization of Assertive- Adults in the Peralta Community College
ness Training and Relaxation Techniques District may improve their reading and
for Black Women March 18-19 and April 1-2 writing skills while learning History,
from 9:00-- 4:30 at 5353 Claremont Ave. Consumer Economics, and the Psychology
in Qakland. of Racism through small group discussions,

films, slide shows, and individualized
Each workshop is limited to twelve par- help offered by the Experimental College
ticipants at a cost of $50.00 per person. at Laney College in Oakland.
A deposit of $25.00 is required. The
balance is due eight days prior to each For more information, call Bruce Jacobs
workshop. at 834-5740 ext. 433.

For information and reservations, call -
652-4401 ext. 373. ~ 155
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BAY AREA FEMINIST FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
is having its annual meeting: Monday,

February 27, 1978, at 6:00 at the YWCA,
1830 Sutter St. S.F. (Western Addition)

As a result of the "Orientation Meeting"
February 14, 1978, the following were
nominated for the noted committees to be
voted on at the annual meeting:

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Joyce Garay §E§§) 0.
Iris Harvey BW

Diane Jones SFWC

La Verne Lewis BWOA
Alana Shindler SFWC
Joan Walsh SFWC

SUPERVISORY COMMITTEE

Jan Adams SFWC
Lynell Borders BWOA

Linda Jupiter EWC
Helen Ruvelas * . WY
Maxine Ussery  BWOA

CREDIT COMMITTEE

Paula Johnson BWOA
Cathy Merschel SFWC
Rita Myers BWOA
Darlene Pagano  SFWC
Edith Turnipseed BWOA

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Sahwan Mitchell  BWOA
Maxine Ussery BWOA

Other nominees will be announced at the
metting.

THE BLACK WOMAN: BODY, MIND & SPRIT

A Health and Nutrition Workshop
sponsored by the Black Women's Unit
Saturday March 4, 1978 - 9:00 - 4:00
at the Y-House 2600 Bancroft Way
Berkeley. Pre-registration Required.

- call 848-6370

Childcare Available, for more information

OUT TO LUNCH

Tired of eating lunch at your desk? Is your
budget too slim to afford the blue plate
special? Hate sitting in restaurants
alone? Take yourself to lunch in the officer
worker's alternative to the Commerical Club..
...come to OPEN LUNCH at W.O.E.

Every day from 11:30 to 1:30 p.m. W.0.E.
opens its large funky office to all women who
need a rest from their offices.. Come in

to relax, read, or meet other working women.
We have stacks of magazines, papers and
pamphlets. Our bulletin boards are covered
with notices of interesting events, women's
services and articles of general interest.

W.0.E. IS LOCATED AT 127 Montgomery Street,
Room 304. Bring your lunch and join us.

For once, when the phones ring, you won't
have to stop eating to answer them!!!!!1111]

2000000
The Northern California Chapter
of the National Alumnae Association of
Spelman College & Third Baptist Church
present
in concert

THE SPELMAN COLLEGE GLEE CLUB
of
Atlanta, Georgia

Sunday, March 12, 1978at 2:45 p.m.
for more information contact
Mrs. G. Dent, 5 Cook Street, S.F. 94118.

LOOK EXPLORE LEARN

National Training Conference
May 5 - 7
The Shoreham Americana Hotel
Washington, D.C.

For more information, contact Women's
Equity Action League, 805 15th St. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005 (202) 638-4560

DREAM WORKSHOP - A Jungian Approach

An Experiential Academic Workshop approach

to Jungian Psychology. Limited Registration
---4 Sessions ---- Donation $15 to $20.

For further information, please contact

Carl Levinson at the Jewish Community Center,
346-6040 or HOME: 2760 Sacramento St. S.F.
tel. 567-8921




