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BWOA Monthly Meeting Coordinators 2nd Quarter 1974
April 10, 1974 Flora Gilford
Western Addition YWCA Tina Holston
San Francisco, CA Anita Williams

Flora Gilford ended jive-time and used Sapphire Rules of Order to
chair the first meeting of the 2nd Quarter of BWOA monthly meetings.
Plenty of new members were warmly welcomed and steady members rapped--
here is your record of what we did.

OLD BUSINESS WAS RESOLVED OR IMPROVED UPON.

1. Now that the status of Women's Hearing was sucessfully completed
we decided to send a letter to our old country Mayor Alioto's
committee to make sure some of our ideas and suggestions are
implemented.

2. The Black Women United to Pave the Chisholm Trail Fundraisers
will be rescheduled to the later part of June. Maxine Ussery
stated we have combined efforts with the Coalition to Pave the
Chisholm Trail---our thing will be to sell bids for the Fundraiser
Brunch at the Fairmont Hotel, May 4, 1974 at noon - donation S$15.
We want our presence felt -- Aileen Hernandez made a motion that
BWOA purchase a table of ten. Unanimously we sisters agreed to
purchase a table which will be seated with:

A. Five BWOA members whose funds are seimdepleted for ticket
buying (four were chosen by lot).

B. Three senior citizens from the Western Addtion Senior Citizens.

C. Three youth from the Western Addition YWCA. The youth will
be selected by Jackie Boyette, director of Western Addition
YWCA.

BWOA members were urged to sell as many tickets as possible and by the
end of our meeting Ellie Spikes stated that BWOA had purchased a second
table. Tickets may be obtained from Maxine Ussery.

3. Progress is being made with the Diana Sands Film Festival as re-
ported by Valerie Bradley.

Place: Palace of Fine Arts...seats 1000 folks
Date: Tentatively, December 6-7
Purpose: Scholarship for a Black female drama

student to a New York or So. California
acting school in preparation for a career
in the legitimate theater.

Organization - Tentative Program

Friday Night: Premier Night of the New Diana Sands film--
"Honey Babe" testimonial to Diana Sands.
Ossie Davis or Ruby Dee will be asked to
help with testimonial. Donation $25.




Briefly....the conference was attended by 50 persons--doctors,
psychiatrist, psychologist and grass root folks.

Valerie attended a workshop on premature sterilization of Black
women.

Naomi presented a paper on the historical prespective of sterili-
zation of Black females.

The entire two day conference was videotaped and segments will be
made available to conference participants, et al to be used for
educational purposes.

Naturally the discussion about the conference lead to mucho rapping.

A.
B.

Ci.

Major problems identified were:
--hypertension--7-28% Blacks don't know they have problems

Black women's health problems are real...here are few 1984 sug-
gestions that happened way before 1974...

Black women need education about their bodies.
Public service announcements to media should be utilized to
disseminate info regarding our concerns about or bodies.

Legislative Action -- initiate mail campaign to legislators

regarding--legislation on birth control, mental health, etc.

--premature sterilzation.
--Suicide

Matinee and evening show
Collage of Diana's Films
Diana Sands Films of the Past
Donation: Student $1.50
General Admission $3.00

Saturday Night:

Publicity Plans

Montage of Diana Sands films may be used as publicity via
television networks.

Financing

Projected budget - cost & profits will be analized by Diana
Sands Film Festival Committee. More ideas will be presented
at the next general meeting. Sisters who would like to con-
tribute time and hard work contact Valerie Bradley.

Our BWOA representatives to Black Community Development Foundations--
Mini-Consultation Health Problems of Black Women---(March, Washing-
ton D.C.)---got the job done. Eve Reingold, Naomi Gray and Valerie
Bradley made BWOA's name well known at the conference.

(Aileen Hernandez suggested use of KNBR's one-minute spots
and free speech contacts, etc.)

with hypertension.
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---Valerie Bradley hipped us to a thing in Chicago that ocurred
six years ago.

...zero population growth proposed to implant contraceptive
devices in female children at birth

...remove contraceptive device for first and second pregnancy

...Sterilize woman post second pregnancy

Another sister talked about a thing toyed with in our Golden
State...sterilize women who have had 2-3 out-of-wedlock children.

Suggestions were presented to the Health Committee.

...invite a member of Women's Health Collective to speak to
Health Committee

...prepare health care packets for Black women for distribution

...plan to have three mini-consultation clinics for conference
on Mental & Physical Health of Black women. Three locations
were suggested---San Francisco, Peninsula and the East Bay.

A copy of Naomi, Valerie and Eve's presentation in D.C. will
possibly be distributed with our newsletter.

Want to read a book or two....? Vaginal Politics, Our Bodys
Ourselves were recommended for enlightment.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Membership Committee--
Membership rostrum is now up to date and membership dues are
now payable.
The criteria for membership are:
A. Particiaption on a committee
B. Payment of dues
C. Attendance at monthly meeting
Meeting just one of these requirements means you are a member
and will be maintained on mailing list.

2. Legislative Education/Political Action Commitee - no report.

3. Cable TV Committee--
BWOA will donate money to conference on Urban Cable TV and Com-
munity Programming, the event is sponsored by Acorn Community
Cable TV and Department of Community Services at Laney College.
Date: May 17 and 18th.

CORRESPONDENCE

1. California for Safe Nuclear Energy wants BWOA to help with ob-

taining 325,000 signatures for petition on Safe Nuclear Energy
to get the initiative on the June Ballot.




Organization sponsoring initiative:
Friends of the Earth
Sierra Club
Ralph Nader's Citizens Action
Women's Forum
Anther Mother for Peace

And BWOA will add their name as sponsors.

2. San Francisco Civil Service Commission invited BWOA to their
information open house, April 16 at 9:30 - 11:30 A.M. BWOA
will be represented.

3. A letter from a Brother who needs our help with his Parole Board
was presented to the Prison Affairs Committee for action.

The meeting was adjourned around 10:30 P.M. C.P. time

Submitted with respect

Anita Williams




