BWOA MINUTES
FEBRUARY 11, 1976
CHAIR PERSON: MAXINE USSERY

The first part of the meeting consisted of an explanation of BWOA committee
structure and function by Maxine. What the various committees do, how projects
are generated in committees for discussion and recomendation to the general body
for final approval. It was stressed that all projects had to generate within a
committee and then go to the general body.

Ffhe second agenda item consisted of committee reports:
1. POLITICAL COMMITTEE---reported that a number of politicians seeking public
office had contacted the committee for a BWOA endorsement.

The committee recommended that BWOA not only endorese John George, candidate for
Alameda County supervisor, but organize a fundraiser as well.

Three women interested in running for the Board of Education Mary Rodgers, Jules

Johnson and Bernice Brown are scheduled to meet with the committee for an endorsement.

It was further suggested that the three women be invited to a meeting of the general
membership, contingent upon the political affairs committee meeting with them individually.

2. FUND-RAISING COMMITTEE
Edith Turnipseed reported on the proposed theater party, scheduled for March 6. The
tickets are to be sold for $15.00. BWOA is to realize $4.00 on each ticket.

3. MFEDIA COMMITTEE
Valerie reported that the next meeting of the committee would be held at 1944-10th Ave

Oakland.

Media projects under discussion by the committee included a series of vignettes on
Black women that would be appropriate for radio, schools. Assistance was needed to
complete the project in the area of researchand technical assistance around production.
One aspect of the overall research involved developing an extensive bibliography.

The second project of the committee involved monitoring of television programs for
content that negatively portrayed Black People, the Jeffersons, were seen as a particular
area of interest. The assistance of all of the women in BWOA would be needed to

make the effort a success.

Several women from BWOA are to be featured in the March issue of essence.

HEALTH COMMITTEE
It was announced that the first meeting of the Health Committee would be held on

February 21st from 12-2pm.

Ahimsa announced that there would be a Conference soon at the University of San Francisco
on Black related diseases, and discussed some of the controversy surrounding the issue.

SMALL BUSINESS COMMITTEE
It was announced that the committtee would meet on the 4th Thursday of each month.

EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE
The group was informed that the Job Alert program had been temporarily discontinued
due to lack of support. The problem would be taken up with the employment committee




NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE
Is scheduled to meet on february 2lst to do paste-up. The committee is very interested

in receiving articles, poems, short stories, etc. from the general membership. The
committee was commended on the fine job that it was doing in putting out the news-
letter. Some problems were expressed with reference to an article appearing in the
last issue on Angola, and a follow-up rebuttal article is to appear in the next issue

of the newsletter.

CREDIT UNION COMMITTEE

Patsy reported on some of the most recent developments within the Bay Area Feminist
Credit Union, and stressed the real need for BWOA women to assume more active par-
ticipation and leadership in the up-coming credit union elections. More information
regarding the positions to be filled and the responsibilities would be made available

at future meetings.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
The education committee announed a Black Women in America Project(1776-1976),open to

Jr. ané Sr. High School students. Entries had to be in by April 23rd, and would be
on displey at the Fillmore-Fell Street Home from April 30 thru May 2nd. Prizes would
be given for the best use of materials, best use of subject, etc.

Minutes compiled by Belvie Rooks




